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(54) PREPARATION OF HIGH PURITY HYALURONIC ACID OR SALT THEREOF 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a process for preparing hyaluronic acid (salt) by 
cultivation capable of obtaining high purity hyaluronic acid (salt) by a simple purification method. 

SOLUTION: In a culture medium, microorganisms capable of producing hyaluronic acid are 
cultured to accumulate hyaluronic acid or the salt and a quaternary ammonium salt is added to 
the culture solution to specifically precipitate hyaluronic acid or a salt thereof and the 
microorganismic bodies. The precipitate is washed with pure water, dissolved in an aqueous salt 
solution having a salt concentration of not lower than 0.3 mole/1, then cooled to 0°C-5"C to 
separate and remove the resulting crystals of a quaternary ammonium salt together with the 
microorganismic bodies, and the solution thus obtained is subjected to crystallization with an 
organic solvent to obtain high purity hyaluronic acid or a salt thereof. 
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